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Introduction 

The Honourable Company of Homer's began its second 'official Guild Year' following the 

1997 annual meeting held at the Ohio Historical Society in Columbus, Ohio. It boasted 76 

documented members, $864.10 in its Treasury, new offices of Secretary and Treasurer and official 

membership dues of $15 per member. 1 

By all appearances the Guild was in a somewhat stable situation for a newly formed 

organization and its future now rested on the shoulders of its newly elected officers: Roland Cadle 

(President), Clay Smith (Vice President) and Russ Young (Secretary / Treasurer). The coming year 

would prove challenging for the leadership of this fledging organization.* 

It is important to remember that the Guild only had three officers, one of which held two 

positions, so a lot depended on the initiative and drive of these three individuals. Committees did 

not exist and would not come into being for another three or four years! 

Key Hi1:hli1:hts 

~Planning for the Second Annual Horn Fair - The Guild's new officers wasted no time in their 

planning. Russ Young wrote in the May 1997, issue of The Horn Book that "Your new president, 

Roland Cadle, has been a real fireball and has already chosen a site for our next meeting! It will be 

at Davis & Elkins College in lovely Elkins, West Virginia .... Roland has reserved the facility for our 

meeting on March 6th & 7th, 1998 .... mark your calendars now!!!!!! V'2 

For many years, the major effort of each President/Guildmaster was the planning, organizing 

and funding of the upcoming Annual Meeting/Hom Fair. 

~Financial and Membership Status - It is interesting to look back at the financial and membership 

*From 1996 through 2000, the titles of President and Vice President were used. Guildmaster, Past Guildmaster and
Guildmaster Elect did not come into effect until 2001.

1 Russ Young. The Horn Book, May 1997: pg 1-2 / 6-11 (Member Roster) 

2 Young, pg 3. 
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